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German Foreign Office naturally suspected the sincerity of
England's proffered friendship.52
Similarly unfortunate in its effects on the relations of
England and Germany was the Yang-tsze Convention of
October 16, 1900. It aimed to promote the common inter-
ests of the two countries in the Far East by preserving the
territorial integrity of China and by keeping her ports open
to trade for all countries without distinction; but a mis-
understanding as to whether it applied or not to Manchuria,
where Germany did not wish to antagonize Russia, ulti-
mately led to friction and distrust on both sides.53 Disillu-
sionment and disappointment in regard to the Portuguese,
Yang-tsze, and Samoa arrangements, as well as the British
detention and search of a couple of German steamers bound
for South Africa and other sources of friction growing out
of the Boer War, were further motives for German coolness
toward suggestions for an alliance which Chamberlain con-
tinued to make.
Though the German rejection of the Chamberlain pro-
posals was one of the most momentous factors in shaping
the fatal course of events in the following years, only a word
can be said about them here.54
52 British Documents, I, pp. 74-99; G.P., XV, 429; XVII, 17 ff., 34 ff.,
85. Brandenburg, p. 133, is incorrect in stating that the so-called Windsor
Treaty was signed during the visit of King Carlos in the spring of 1899.
w British Documents, II, pp. 1-31; G.P., XVI, 197-491; XVII, 85,
103; Eckardstein, II, 201-203, 210-223; 0. Franke, Die Grossmdchte in
Ostasien (Hamburg, 1923), pp. 149-177.
54 The details can easily be found in G.P., XV, 410-426; XVII, 1-118;
Eckardstein, Lebenserinnerungen, passim; Brandenburg, pp. 114-155; G. P.
Gooch, History oj Modern Europe, 1898-1919, pp. 310-332; and E. Fischer,
Holsteins grosses Nein, Berlin, 1925. Fischer however fails to note ade-
quately Germany's reasons for distrusting England, and, wise by later
events, condemns unduly the German failure to come to an understanding
with England. The same criticism may also be made of E. N. Johnson
and J. D. Bickford, "The Contemplated Anglo-German Alliance: 1890-
1901", in Political Science Quarterly, XLII, 1-57 (Mar. 1927).. The fact
that the new British Documents contain practically nothing on the Cham-
berlain proposals of 1899 indicates that again, as "in 1898, he was making
a private venture and not representing the official policy of the Cabinet;